CLEMENCEAU

upon with the certainty of success.   These were the opinions
he held as to Germany's real objects.

Therefore, in opposition to the views of important personages
in Great Britain and in Allied countries, Clemeneeau withstood
any frittering away of force on tempting adventures, away from
the main field of warfare. This not because he confined himself
to the narrow programme of freeing France from the invaders,
but because the waste of troops on wild-cat enterprises weakened
the general strength of the Allies at the crucial point of the whole
struggle. In that decision his judgment was at one with -the
ablest British strategists, and the event has shown that he did
not underrate the importance of the warfare on the Western
front. There alone, especially after the collapse of Russia,
was it possible to deliver a crushing blow at the German power.
There alone could all the forces of the Allies of the West be
effectively concentrated lor the final blow.
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